Midnight visions

Jana Marcus captures New York’s rebels

Julia Chiapella

AMA MARCUS FHOTOS of

Mew York's subeultore in

the "8s may not ook {00 il
ferent from what many of us in
Santa Cruz are accustomed (o see
ing in our very own downtown

The difference is that these pho-
tographs, “Midnight in Manhat-
tan,” which won a UC Berkeley in-
ternatlonal  photojournalism
contest for Marcus, capture the
recklegsness and anarehy of the
subculture as i1 blasted iz way
through New York from 1981
through 19,

It's mot an unusual story; the ills
that plague society become the
foumndation for anarchy and rebsl-
lion. It's jusi that, in the 1960s,
things Hke the HIY wvirus, dimin-
whing natiral resouross and the
elitisf beauty of Reaganomics pro-
wided a backdrop that beft some
wouth with lattbe recourse and lats
ol anger

All these elements arne caphared
flawkessly in Marcus phstos. She
hecame famillar with many of the
nightelubs i the East Village and
ook her camera along with her,
capturing the always recklogs,
sometimes lurid detalils that palsed
through MNew York™s Punk Hocl
SCETNE.

. Places like the Pyramid Club,
the Roxy. the Limelight and the
Peppermint Lounge are all repre-
sented in these 35 works on display
at Casa MNowva Cafe through Dec. 31.
They are full of l=ather ard chains,

A photo from ‘Jana Marcus’ "Midnight in Manhattan.

art

spiked hair and pierosd lips and
nasirils.

Thev are also full of life.

Despite the inspuciant grit and
hopelessness Inherent in these
wiorks there 12 also a decided]y
brilliant flaré of apirif. [n every
nighteluab, in all the feees, Marcus

finds the will to survive at their
core, whether it be out of spite or a
kind of Bacclanallan delight.
EmbleEmatic ol this subiext 15 s
phota *Blesding Slam-Dancer” tak-
of At the AT Club, With rivalets of
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At loca

ART MUSEUM OF SANTA
CRUZ COUNTY I the So-
lar '[:i'E”I"."r_'.' 1% “Stars I A& Dele-
beation of the Creadive Spirit,”
an exhibit that features over &0
community artists. 1t runs
through Dec. % In the Octagon
Gallery running through Jan.
15 is the exhibit “Teatro v Vi
da,” a display of Mexican
masks, dance and village the
ater,

The Solari Gallery is open
Tuegidays through Sundays
from 11 am. to 4 p.m.. on
Thursdays until # p.m. Admic-
sion is 52.50 general and &2 stu-
dent= and seniors. 705 Front St

Mmuseuims

Santa Cruz. £20-1964. The Ceta.
gon Gallery 13 open Tuesdays
through Sundays feom 11 am
to 4 pm, and admission is $1.
118 Cooper 5t., Santa Cruz,
420-T278.

HISTORY MUSEUM OF
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY - The
people of Santa Cruz County
and their history are the sub-
ject af an angoing exhibit, “San-
ta Cruz County: a People ... A
Place A Vision.” Museum
hours are 11 am. to 4 p.m
Tuesday through Sunday, 705
Front 5t., Sania Cruz, 425.7278,

105 Fromt 51, Santa Cruz
425-THTE.
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blood sireaming down a man's face
and out his cars, his prafile smiles
benipnly into the darknecs

Men in drag, women in platform,
thigh-high boots and fishnet stock
ings, bartenders in dread locks and
Panama hats all provide a case of
characiers that is both desperane
and playful. Marcus appears fo
carry out this contrast in several
af her photographs ineluding
“Fear,” taken at the Pepperming
Lounge, and “Magenta,” taken at
the World.

In “Fear'” a meles of slam dane-
g has broken out on the danee
Moor. Men take on the aspects of
stampeding bulls, some faces torm
into grimaces while athers stlenthy
look on.

In "Magenta" a young black
woman, thowgh b could be a guy in
drag. is lighted s one half of her
fwoe 1s dark, the other light. Even
her eyves appear to comtrasi each
other a& the hint of her smile b
trays a serene kind of madness

Right at home in Santa Cruz,
Marcus® black and white photos
are a simple chronbele aof a well:
known subculture, Recepdion for
the artlst and Benefit Tor the Santa
Cruz AIDS Project will take place
from 78 pom, Salurday at Casano-
I:ﬂ Cafe, 527 Pacific Ave., Santa
FUE




